Sir Arthur,

Ifs oil so foolish-so ignorant, poor chapsl
They think because fm Prime Minister I'm
Divine Providence and can find jobs for
them before trade revives.1

He says that the country is in the grip of economic forces which
are beyond human control. In the second part, his Cabinet
deserts him, on account of his Socialist programme of action against
the slump. In the Cabinet, Shaw models some of his figures
from the prominent men of his time, Mr. Irvine thinks that
Sir Arthur is sketched after Ramsay Mac Donald. The discussions
among the members of the Cabinet and tlxat of the Prime Minister's
with the Labour Delegation follow the pattern of the comic clash
between the Positive and the Negative Characters.

The quintessential significance of the play is collected in the character
of^ipney. He may be considered the ideal spectator in the play,
through whose eyes the action of the play should be seen. The
Police Commissioner and the conservatives, who are unafraid
of the crowds, have their eyes on Hipney, He is described as a
sunny, comfortable, old chap, who is aggressively modest. He is
aa ironical character contrasting with the bull-roarer, Boanurges
of the previous play* He disarmingly tells Sir Arthur, ** Dou*t

mind me.........,..l  don't  matter/'   He  is the  prime   Positive

Character of the play because he faces the facts without illusions
and his approach to problems i& intelligent* He is the represen-
tative of the labour Delegation, In Hipney'g opinion, the Labour
tyfovement is rotten with book-learning* He has not read Marx
but pretends to having read him for politic reasons* If Boanerges
is going to be a dictator, Hipney will be the follower of a dictator.
On the Hocks dates as a political play, From the point of view
of British Socialism, the first Labour Government has headed
off the Ship of England safely from the rocks. With the exception
of Hipney, none of the other characters in the piny have any life.
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